
DavidBordelon

From MichelleLudwigsen michelleludwigsen@attnet
Sent Sunday October25 2020428PM
To DavidBordelon
Subject Re EthicsAdvisoryOpinion2020619 update

EXTERNALEMAIL Pleasedonotclickonlinksorattachmentsunlessyouknowthecontentissafe

David

Inresponsetoyourquestion IwasassignedtoDivisionKwhichisoneofthe2familycourtsinthe22nd I
onlyhandledmattersrelatedtomattersassignedtoDivisionK Iwasnotassignedanyworkassignedtothe
otherfamilycourtdivision DivisionLoranyotherdivisionwithinthe22ndJDC

Idowanttosummarizeafewissues

1 Thereare2familycourtdivisions DivisionK DivisionL Eachdivisionhadanassignedmentalhealth
professional MHP EachMHPcompletedallnecessarytraininginParentingCoordinationrequiredbythe
statute inordertoprovidethisserviceandeachMHPwasavailabletotheirassigneddivisiontocompleteother
dutiesasassigned

2 ThePCwouldacquirecaseseitherthroughconsentofthepartiesandorthroughtherecommendationofthe
hearingofficer andorthroughtheappointmentoftheJudgewithinthePCsMHPsassigneddivision If
throughconsentofthepartiesorrecommendationofthehearingofficer theassigneddivisionJudgewould
needtoapprovebysigningOrdertoAppointaParentingCoordinator

3 IwasverballynotifiedbythepreviouscourtadministratormidJunethatthe22ndJDCwouldnolonger
provideParentingCoordination PC services andthus bothmyselfandtheotherPC assignedtoDivisionL
wouldbeworkingthroughSeptember18 90daynoticeoflayoff

4 Duringtheremaining90days IlaterlearnedthecourtadministrationwouldbekeepingthedivisionL
mentalhealthprofessionalPConstaff however theverbalcommunicationIreceivedcontinuedtosupportthe
initialreasonforlayoffastheycourtwasnolongergoingtoprovidePCservices

5 IwasadvisedbycourtadministrationtoseekanadvisoryopinionastomyabilitytoprovidePCservicesfor
thosepartiesassignedtothe22ndJDC

Attheinitialnoticeofmylayoff Iwasexplicitlytoldthatthethelayoffwasbecausethecourtwouldnolonger
providePCservices budgetissues andthiswasreinforcedduringmyfinal90days Iamnotawareifthere
hasbeenanychangestothepreviousdecisionasitrelatestoParentingCoordinationservicesfollowingmy
departure

Ihopethisservesashelpful

MichelleLudwigsen MSW LMSW
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42173JasperLane
Ponchatoula LA70454
985 4004933

OnOct21 2020 at1013AM DavidBordelon DavidBordelon@lagov wrote

Michelle

IamassistingSueMooneywithyouradvisoryopinionrequest

Ihaveacoupleofquestions
Whichfamilycourtdivisionwereyouassignedto
Didyouonlyhandlemattersforthatdivisionorcouldtheotherdivisionassignyoumatters

DavidM Bordelon
StaffAttorney
LouisianaBoardofEthics

thLasalleBuilding 10 Floor
617N ThirdStreet 70802
PO Box4368 70821
BatonRouge Louisiana
Direct 2252195605
Office 2252195600
TollFree 18008426630

DISCLAIMER Thecontentsofthismessageareforinformationpurposesonlyanddoesnotconstitutean
advisoryopinionoftheBoardofEthics Ifyouwouldliketorequestanadvisoryopinionfromthe
LouisianaBoardofEthics pleaserefertohttp wwwethicsstatelausBoardProceduresaspxfor
informationaboutsubmittingarequestforanadvisoryopinion

PRIVILEGEDANDCONFIDENTIALCOMMUNICATION DONOTread copyordisseminatethis
communicationunlessyouaretheintendedrecipient Thiscommunicationmaycontaininformationthat
isprivileged confidentialandexemptfromdisclosureunderapplicablelaw Ifyouarenottheintended
recipient youareonnoticethatanyunauthorizeddisclosure copyingdistribution ortakingofanyaction
inrelianceonthecontentsoftheelectronicallytransmittedmaterialsisprohibited Ifyouhavereceived
thiscommunicationinerror pleasecallusimmediatelyat 225 2195600andasktospeaktothesender
ofthecommunication Also pleasenotifyusimmediatelyviaemailifyouhavereceivedthis
communicationinerror

From SuzanneMooney SuzanneMooney@LAGOV
Sent Tuesday October20 20201157AM
To DavidBordelon DavidBordelon@lagov
Subject Fwd EthicsAdvisoryOpinion2020619 update

2



SentfrommyiPhone

Beginforwardedmessage

From SuzanneMooney SuzanneMooney@LAGOV
Date September29 2020at21300PMCDT
To MichelleLudwigsen michelleludwigsen@attnet
Subject RE EthicsAdvisoryOpinion2020619 update

JusttoletyouknowIdidnotmentionitbecausewhetherthepartiesagree
or Consent isnotrelevanttoapotentialEthicsviolation Youwillhearaboutthattype
of consent whenpartiesaretalkingaboutlegalconflictsofinterest Usuallyitisin
referencetotheLa BarAssociationCodeofConduct

Iwillkeepposted

SueMooney
StaffAttorney
TheLouisianaBoardofEthics

thLaSalleBuilding 10 Floor
617N ThirdStreet
BatonRouge Louisiana70802
website wwwethicslagov email SuzanneMooney@LaGov
Office 225 219 5600TollFree 800 842 6630 Fax 225 381 7271

DISCLAIMER Thecontentsofthismessageareforinformationpurposesonlyanddoesnot
constituteanadvisoryopinionoftheBoardofEthics Ifyouwouldliketorequestanadvisoryopinion
fromtheLouisianaBoardofEthics pleaserefer
tohttp wwwethicsstatelaus BoardProceduresaspxforinformationaboutsubmittingarequestfor
anadvisoryopinion

PRIVILEGEDANDCONFIDENTIALCOMMUNICATION DONOTread copy
ordisseminatethiscommunicationunlessyouaretheintendedrecipient Thiscommunicationmay
containinformationthatisprivileged confidential andexemptfromdisclosureunderapplicablelaw If
youarenottheintendedrecipient youareonnoticethatanyunauthorizeddisclosure copying
distribution ortakingofanyactioninrelianceonthecontentsoftheelectronicallytransmittedmaterials
isprohibited Ifyouhavereceivedthiscommunicationinerror pleasecallusimmediatelyat 225 219
5600andasktospeaktothesenderofthecommunication Also pleasenotifyusimmediatelyviae mail
ifyouhavereceivedthiscommunicationinerror

From MichelleLudwigsen michelleludwigsen@attnet
Sent Tuesday September29 2020204PM
To SuzanneMooney SuzanneMooney@LAGOV
Subject Re EthicsAdvisoryOpinion2020619 update
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EXTERNALEMAIL Pleasedonotclickonlinksorattachmentsunlessyouknowthe
contentissafe

Iamnotincompetitionwiththe22nd IftheyarenolongerprovingPCservices Idont
seeanythingthataddressesthatinthestatute Whatifclients neworformer
consentandelecttoutilizeaPCandselectmeasthatprovider

OnSep29 2020 at139PM SuzanneMooney
SuzanneMooney@lagov wrote

DearMichelle

I haveleftmessagesforAmberMitchelltheJudicialAdministratorand
thsentheranemail YouropinionisnowscheduledforNovember6 at

9am

Thisisthebeginningofthedraftofyouropinion Iamwaitingonthe
answertofinalize

Yourequestedan advisoryopinionregardingwhetherthepost
employmentrestrictionsinCodeofGovernmentalEthicswouldprohibit
youfromrenderingcompensatedservicestocertainclientssinceyour

ndpublicpositionasParentingCoordinatorwith22 JudicialDistrictCourt
nolongerexist

FACTSPROVIDED

ndYouprovidedthatyouhavebeenemployedwith22 JDC St Tammany
Parish for3yearsastheParentingCoordinatorassignedtooneoftwo

ndfamilycourtdivisions InJuneof2020youwereinformedthatthe22JDC
willterminatetheprovisionofparentingcoordinationservices Assuch
youwereprovidednoticethatyourpositionwillendSeptember18 2020

ndEffectiveSeptember21 2020the22 JDCwillnolongerofferorprovide
parentingcoordinatingservices

ISSUES

1 Areyouallowed immediatelyfollowingyourtermination
date toprovideparentcoordinationservicestoclients
privatelyandforprofit whitwhomyouwereformerly
providingthesameservicethroughyouremploymentwith
ndnd22 JDC provided that22 JDCwillnolongerprovide

suchservice

2 Areyouallowed immediatelyfollowingyourtermination
nddate toacceptnewreferralsorappointmentsfrom22 JDC

4



3 Areyouallowed immediatelyfollowingyourtermination
date toprovideparentcoordinationservicestonewclients

LAW

La RS 421121B1 providesthatnoformerpublicemployeeshall for
aperiodoftwoyearsfollowingterminationofhispublicemployment
assistanotherperson forcompensation inatransaction orinan
appearanceinconnectionwithatransactioninwhichsuchformerpublic
employeeparticipatedatanytimeduringhispublicemploymentand
involvingthegovernmentalentitybywhichhewasformerlyemployed
orforaperiodoftwoyearsfollowingterminationofhispublic
employment render anyservicewhichsuchformerpublicemployeehad
renderedtotheagencyduringthetermofhispublicemploymentona
contractualbasis regardlessofthepartiestothecontract tofor oron
behalfoftheagencywithwhichhewasformerlyemployed

Analysisandconclusions

Underthefactspresentedinparticularwhetheryouragency nolonger
exist wouldmakethedifferenceintheanswertonumber1

1 Becauseifyouragencynolongerexistyoucannotbe
contractingwithherformeragency However ifthe

nd22 JDCisstillprovidingparentcoordinatingservicesand
hasjustlaidoffasinglepositionorterminatedoneperson
1121Bwouldprohibityou thatterminatedemployee from
immediatelyrenderingcompensatedservicestoyour
currentclients

2 1121Bwouldnotprohibityoufrom
immediately renderingservicesonnewreferralsasdidnot
participatedatanytimeduringyourpublicemployment Or

3 1121Bwouldnotprohibityoufrom
immediately renderingparentcoordinationservicestonew
clients

ndTherefore weneedtoconfirmifthe22 JDCwillstillemployany
persontoprovideparentingcoordinationservicesevenifitisapart
timeposition Additionally ifanyonehasaflowchartofemployeesit
wouldbehelpful IwillletyouknowassoonasIhearanything Please
donothesitatetocontactmeat 2252195601orthisemail

Sincerely
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SuzanneQ Mooney
StaffAttorney
TheLouisianaBoardofEthics

thLaSalleBuilding 10 Floor
617N ThirdStreet
BatonRouge Louisiana70802
website wwwethicslagov email SuzanneMooney@LaGov
Office 225 219 5600TollFree 800 842 6630 Fax 225 381 7271

DISCLAIMER Thecontentsofthismessageareforinformationpurposesonly
anddoesnotconstituteanadvisoryopinionoftheBoardofEthics Ifyouwouldlike
torequestanadvisoryopinionfromtheLouisianaBoardofEthics pleaserefer
tohttp wwwethicsstatelaus BoardProceduresaspxforinformationabout
submittingarequestforanadvisoryopinion

PRIVILEGEDANDCONFIDENTIALCOMMUNICATION DO
NOTread copy ordisseminatethiscommunicationunlessyouaretheintended
recipient Thiscommunicationmaycontaininformationthatisprivileged confidential
andexemptfromdisclosureunderapplicablelaw Ifyouarenottheintended
recipient youareonnoticethatanyunauthorizeddisclosure copyingdistribution or
takingofanyactioninrelianceonthecontentsoftheelectronicallytransmitted
materialsisprohibited Ifyouhavereceivedthiscommunication inerror pleasecallus
immediatelyat 225 219 5600andasktospeaktothesenderofthe
communication Also pleasenotifyusimmediatelyviaemailifyouhavereceivedthis
communication inerror
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